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  Press Release.  August 10th, 2009

Exhibitions from August 17, 2009 to Sep 24, 2009

· “Brothers in Art” by Guido & Johannes Häfner
·  “Positivity” by Cynthia 'Reta' Richards
Events: Art and Coffee. September 28, 2009 at 10:30 am
· “Art, Colour and Fashion”. By Angelina Van Driel
T a b l e  of  c o n t e n t s
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2. Exhibition in detail: “Brothers in Art”  

3. Exhibition Summary: “Positivity” 
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5. Events: Art and Coffee. “Art, Colour and Fashion” Sep 28th at 10:30am
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1. Exhibition  Summary: “Brothers in Art” 
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	Location: Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Dates: 17.08.09 – 24.09.09 
Venue: Art Couture gallery – 21 Al Fattan Marine Tower II, JBR, Opp. Oasis Beach Hotel, The Walk, Jumeirah Beach Residence. 
Artist: Guido & Johannes Häfner
Name of exhibition: “Brothers in Art”

This is a unique exhibition presented by the German brother artists Guido and Johannes Häfner, who work in collaboration under the designation of “Brothers in Art” since 1996. 

Guido and Johannes Häfner try to track down the question “What is the human being?” By dissecting and analyzing, they establish fundamental structures and work on a synthetic explanation of mankind. They are in search of fundamental basics, of the nature of the human being.

The answers lead to archetypes: people, patterns, and patterned people. Johannes converts his archetypes graphically while Guido renders three dimensional sculptures. What two not only literally related heads have developed during the process of iterative creation, seems to diverge and approach at the same time: they cluster their findings by developing archetypes.

The exhibition includes a collection of steel and air sculptures, linocuts and computer graphics. 




Curator: María Pérez-Luque. Art Couture.

2. Exhibition in detail:  “Brothers in Art”
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This is a unique exhibition presented by the German brother artists Guido and Johannes Häfner, who work in collaboration under the designation of “Brothers in Art” since 1996. They work together to explore creative concepts through different mediums. Guido creates sculptures and Johannes creates computer graphics, paintings and linocuts.

Guido and Johannes Häfner try to track down the question “What is the human being?” By dissecting and analysing, they establish fundamental structures and work on a synthetic explanation of mankind. They are in search of fundamental basics, of the nature of the human being.

The answers lead to archetypes: people, patterns, and patterned people. Johanes converts his archetypes graphically while Guido renders three dimensional sculptures. What two not only literally related heads have developed during the process of iterative creation, seems to diverge and approach at the same time: they cluster their findings by developing archetypes. The exhibiting collection includes steel and air sculptures, linocuts and computer graphics.

Johannes Häfner is a graphic artist and a painter. He creates his graphics with the computer mouse and digital tools. These digital tools offer new techniques which Johannes uses to create one of a kind pieces of art which radiate a unique and subtle expression. As one of the pioneers in this field, Johannes has used the personal computer since 1990 as his tool of choice for his graphics. 
All graphics are printed in small limited editions, for which he uses premium deckle edgedpaper with lightfast ink, which according to scientific evaluations are lightfast for more than 140 years if kept under conditions similar to that of an art gallery. This equals the permanency of watercolours. 

Guido Häfner is a sculptor and graphic artist. He creates sculptures with very diverse materials: steel sculptures, wood sculptures, steel and chain saw woodcuts. 

He has developed his very own technique called “Air Sculptures”. The form of the sculpture is created by inflating (with compressed air through a valve) two welded and air tight metal plates. The specialty is that the extension of the metal can be controlled significantly by the shape and condition of the metal plates. After extending and deforming the metal, the sculpture keeps its shape. The process of creating the deformation is a so-called “cold process”. At the moment, Guido Häfner is the only artist who uses this procedure for creating his sculptures. 
As Brothers in Art, they have held successful exhibitions in many countries all over the world. Their art-pieces can be found in numerous in private and public collections in Germany, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, and Taiwan.
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	Quotes from the artists:  

“The art of the Häfner-Brothers opened a large voltage arc from the western culture to the art of the Orient. Both the traditional formal language as well as current manifestations, such as Pictograms, comic strips and archaic archetype merged to a new unique style.”

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Guido & Johannes Häfner


3. Exhibition  Summary:  “Positivity” 

	[image: image7.jpg]



	Location: Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Dates: 17.08.09 – 24.09.09
Venue: Art Couture gallery – 21 Al Fattan Marine Tower II, JBR, Opp. Oasis Beach Hotel, The Walk, Jumeirah Beach Residence. 
Artist: Cynthia 'Reta' Richards

Name of exhibition: “Positivity”

Canadian artist and gallerist Cynthia ‘Reta‘ Richards presents this thought provoking exhibition that shouts out  “Attitudes are more important than facts.” 

The artist talks through her brush and stresses on the fact that we create our own happiness by seeing and enjoying the brighter side of things. This must see exhibit is about positivity:  focus on the good in people, our lives and surroundings, and experience the joy that follows.

Reta uses acrylics, inks and mixed media on canvas with traces of her signature 18ct gold leaf accents often present.



	Curator: María Pérez-Luque. Art Couture.


	


4. Exhibition   in  detail:   “Positivity”
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Canadian artist and gallerist Cynthia ‘Reta‘ Richards presents this thought provoking exhibition that shouts aloud “Attitudes are more important than facts.”  She brings to life through her art the human story – love, sadness, joy, hope, prayer and inspiration. This artist residing in the UAE uses the symbols and insights of the cultures of the Americas, Asia and the Middle East to bring to her art a unique expression and a touch of mystery. She has created artistic expressions around many themes from the human form, to energy, spiritual and cultural symbols.

Her latest series is an artistic prayer for optimism in these troubled times as countries around the world struggle with economic, political and social challenges. The series, Positivity, through color and contours brings an important message – Positive self-confidence is the secret ingredient for success. In doing so she continues the tradition of the artist being the soul and spirit of a people.

The artist talks through her brush and stresses on the fact that one can create one’s own happiness by seeing and enjoying the brighter side of things. This must see exhibition on positivity focuses on the good in people, our lives and surroundings, and the joy that follows.

Reta is a master of several mediums and continuously incorporates different materials and techniques in her own unique way. As an artist she is best known for her innovative use of gold leaf along with a palette of bold colours, continuously bringing them together on canvas in a variety of ways to create a tangible sense of space, woven with sensuous detail. Reta uses acrylics, inks and mixed media and 18ct gold leaf on canvas.

	[image: image10.jpg]




	Quotes from the artist:  

"  ”




6. Art and Coffee:  “Art, Colour and Fashion” By Angelina Van Driel
   September 28, 2009 at 10:30am
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	Our invited speaker will be Angelina Van Driel, a colour consultant expert. 

Van Driel will highlight colour harmony and its relation to one´s artistic personal image. 

She will then run a practical demonstration with the audience. A lucky attendant will be chosen for the colour analysis. Van Driel will identify the colour harmonies that match her personality and she will get a personalized colour passport. A very interesting and practical session not to be missed!

Art and Coffee is a monthly event Art Couture organizes as part of its vision and mission of promoting contemporary art in Dubai. Artists, art professors, curators and other guests talk about their expertise areas, one morning a month. 

This is a unique opportunity to enjoy the beauty of art, learn something new, and share your cultural interests over a nice cup of coffee. 

Price: 30 AED (coffee included). 




6. B a c k g r o u n d

Art Couture gallery was established in 2007 and already features as one of Dubai’s art hubs, having hosted numerous successful art exhibitions. 

The gallery was founded on three simple premises: Firstly it addresses the fact that Dubai’s growing art scene requires dynamic art spaces to promote both established and amateur artists. Secondly, to offer visitors a thought-provoking viewer experience. And finally, to ensure that Art Couture’s growing patrons can continue to appreciate art through upcoming Art Couture spaces around Dubai.

The Art Couture gallery concept is modelled on Dubai’s reputation as a cosmopolitan hub, its ambitious nature, visionary creations and its diverse cultures. Located in Jumeirah Beach Residence, right in the heart of ‘New Dubai’, Art Couture like the signature restaurants, luxury hotels and high end boutiques it rubs shoulders with a sophisticated meeting place, always striving to give its visitors something more. Art Couture hosts meaningful showings of contemporary art encouraging people to appreciate the world of select artists and sculptors from the region and around the world and to enjoy art as an essential part of the human experience.

The exhibition calendar for 2009 is full of excitement, featuring varied artists from all over the world.

On permanent display and sale at Art Couture gallery is the work of Dubai based contemporary artist Cynthia ‘Reta ‘Richards. Her work offers a variety of different glimpses, always evoking a sense of discovery and wonder. While her paintings are highly personal in nature, each is also a colourful peek into her relationship with her environment and the unique way she interprets it metaphorically.

Art Couture gallery invites you to visit and enjoy our exhibitions. The gallery is open daily from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Fridays from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Besides stocking a selection of contemporary art, the gallery also sells postcards as well as books and magazines on art. A wide range of art prints are also available at the gallery.
7. C o n t a c t  D e t a i l s
For more information:
María Pérez-Luque

Art Couture gallery manager

Tel: 04 399 4331 

E-mail: maria@artcoutureuae.com 
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